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Description :  Description du produitPart Two Of Two Parts The Algerian war was at once the last of the 
old-style "colonial wars" and the archetype of horribly savage new conflicts - undeclared wars between old 
and new worlds - waged successfully by urban terrorists and country-based guerrillas against crack modern 

armies. In eight years, more than a million Algerians died and an equal number of Europeans lost their 
homes. It was a tragedy rife with lessons Americans had to learn all over again in Vietnam. As the Third 

World continues to make its aspirations felt, and established political powers continue to maintain an order 
they must struggle to impose, the story of Algeria's fight for independence stands as model and prophecy. A 
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SAVAGE WAR OF PEACE is the definitive history of that prophetic war. "Alistair Horne is one of the best 
writers of history in the English speaking world. A Savage War of Peace shows him at the peak of his 

powers." (Financial Times)

Prsentation de l'diteurThoroughly sharp and honest treatment of a brutal conflict.The Algerian War (1954-
1962) was a savage colonial war, killing an estimated one million Muslim Algerians and expelling the same 
number of European settlers from their homes. It was to cause the fall of six French prime minsters and the 
collapse of the Fourth Repbulic. It came close to bringing down de Gaulle and - twice - to plunging France 

into civil war.The story told here contains heroism and tragedy, and poses issues of enduring relevance 
beyond the confines of either geography or time. Horne writes with the extreme intelligence and perspicacity 
that are his trademarks.Revue de presseHe brings a long historical perspective and six decades of experience 

to bear on the affairs of the day. Salon.com"First the Pentagon plugged the movie, now President Bush is 
reading the book...A Savage War of Peace, British historian Alistair Horne's celebrated 1977 account of the 

[Algerian] war...Former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, who recommended A Savage War of 
Peace to Bush, said recently on PBS' Charlie Rose Show that he did not believe 'that the French experience 

could be applied precisely to the United States. But I thought there were enough similarities and enough 
complexities and enough tragedy for the president to gain a perspective on his own period.'" Associated 
Press"Anyone interested in Iraq should read this book immediately." Thomas Ricks, The Washington 

Post[Hornes] tome is so well written it reads more like a novel but is, in fact, a work of superior historical 
narrativeThere are few historical works that provide so comprehensive a treatment of revolutionary and 

counterinsurgency warfare, domestic and international politics, and economics and ideology. Marine Corps 
GazetteWhen Hornes book first appeared, it seemed to be an account of one major, but now largely closed, 
chapter in the history of postwar decolonization. Subsequent developmentsin Algeria and elsewherehave 
made the past prologue. [It] has become a de facto textbook for American Military officers facing time in 
Iraq... Scott McLemee, Inside Higher EdThis thirty-year-old history, written before the Iranian revolution, 

the Algerian civil war, and Al Qaeda, captures a contingent moment in the conflict between the West and the 
Arab world, when present-day dogmas were hardly imagined by most. It provides a much needed reminder 
that modern history is not made by the clash of civilizations but by people. Harpers Magazine"The present 

conflict in the Middle East is frighteningly similar, making this book a good volume to have on library 
shelves. Horne provides a new preface."Library Journal (Classic Returns)"[T]he read of choice for many 
U.S. military officers serving in Iraq...[this] universally acclaimed history...should have been mandatory 
reading for the civilian and military leaders who opted to invade Iraq" The Washington TimesThere is 

enough to make this the most complete history of the Algerian war yet written, one which will be 
indispensable for future historians. It is compelling reading, filled with intimate detail about characters and 

situations that have served as inspiration for a dozen novels from The Day of the Jackal on. The Los Angeles 
Times A highly readable, toughly edited history that blends the pace and sweep of a work of fiction with a 

relentless pursuit of every main actor still alive and willing to talk about the war.The Washington Post Book 
WorldAlistair Horne is one of the best writers of history in the English speaking world. A Savage War of 
Peace shows him at the peak of his powers."The Financial Times An awesome and superlative piece of 

historical narrativeMr. Horne has a terrible and tremendous tale to tell, one full of omen for posterity.The 
Times (London)An accomplished historian of earlier French wars has written an admirably impartial, lucid 
and readable bookas full and objective a history of the Algerian war as we are likely to see for some years. 

The New York Times Book A book of compelling powermagnificent. It has the poetic sense of place 
without which no great work of history can be written.The Spectatorbrilliantly and compassionately told by 

an historian whose mastery of this subject is complete.The Washington PostPrsentation de 
l'diteurThoroughly sharp and honest treatment of a brutal conflict.The Algerian War (1954-1962) was a 

savage colonial war, killing an estimated one million Muslim Algerians and expelling the same number of 
European settlers from their homes. It was to cause the fall of six French prime minsters and the collapse of 

the Fourth Repbulic. It came close to bringing down de Gaulle and - twice - to plunging France into civil 
war.The story told here contains heroism and tragedy, and poses issues of enduring relevance beyond the 

confines of either geography or time. Horne writes with the extreme intelligence and perspicacity that are his 
trademarks. 


